
Expanding CHIP Coverage to 
Public Employees 



Children’s Health Insurance Program 

• Established by federal legislation in 1997 
• Federal-State Partnership 
• Children 18 and under 
• Covered services include: 

Physician visits 
Hospital visits 
Immunizations 
Prescriptions 

Tests and x-rays 
Dental care 
Vision Care 
Emergency care 
Mental Health 





WV CHIP Eligibility 



Public Employees’ Insurance Agency 

• Established by Public Employees Insurance Act 
of 1971 

 
• Benefits available to all active employees of 

the State and various related State agencies 
and local governments 

 
• Funded entirely by participating employers 

and employees 



Benefits Comparison 



Affordable Care Act 

• Passed March 23, 2010 
 
• Expanded Medicaid to 138 percent FPL 
 
• Section 10203(b)(2)(D) of ACA amended 

previous provision of Social Security Act to 
extend eligibility 



Eligibility Projections 



Cost Comparison 



Savings Projections 



A View of Two Families 



Governor’s Announcement 

• August 22, 2013, Gov. Tomblin announces that 
West Virginia will seek federal approval to 
extend eligibility 



Additional Recommendations 

 
• Creation of a new PEIA plan tier 

 
• Comprehensive outreach 



West Virginia Center on Budget & Policy 
723 Kanawha Boulevard East, Suite 300 
Charleston, West Virginia 25301 
 
Tel: 304-720-8682 
 
Brandon Merritt 
bmerritt@wvpolicy.org 

Contact 
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